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The UCSD Athletics Department defines hazing as any activity or behavior in which one or 
more members of a group humiliates, degrades or risks emotional or physical harm to another 
person in the group, regardless of their willingness to participate.  Just because an activity is a 
“tradition” does not mean it is not hazing. 
 
Any hazing/initiation activity that involves the following is prohibited, regardless of whether the 
student-athlete has consented to participation in the activity: 
 

1. Alcohol consumption or any alcohol-related activities 
2. Any physical contact, either direct or indirect 
3. Risks to the safety of an individual(s) or property 

 
Any activity/behavior that falls under any of these categories is strictly prohibited and those 
individuals and/or teams who are found to have engaged in such activity/behavior will be held 
accountable.  Penalties deemed appropriate on a case by case basis, up to and including 
termination from the team, will be implemented as determined by the Director of Athletics, 
Team Supervisor, and coach.     

 
Activities such as team members carrying equipment or requiring team members to take care of 
the water before and after practice do not constitute hazing.  Legitimate tasks or team jobs that 
must be done are not classified as hazing/initiation simply because team members are required to 
perform them, unless an atmosphere of humiliation, degradation, abuse or danger arises. 
 
If you are unsure whether any activity is hazing, ask yourself the following questions: 

1. Is alcohol involved?  
2. Will active/current members of the group refuse to participate with the new members and 

do exactly what the new team members are being asked to do?  
3. Does the activity risk emotional or physical abuse?  
4. Is there risk of injury or a question of safety?  
5. Do you have any reservation describing the activity to your parents, to a professor or 

University official?  
6. Would you object to the activity being photographed for the school newspaper or filmed 

by a local TV news crew as representative of the behavior of elite collegiate student-
athletes? 

If the answer to any of these questions is "yes," the activity is probably hazing. 

Prior to the start of a team’s playing season, the team captains are required to meet with the 
Director of Athletics to discuss issues related to hazing.  Both team captains and coaches are 
responsible for informing their team about the Athletics Department’s hazing/initiation policy, 
ensuring that their team does not engage in any such activity, and for reporting any such activity 
should it occur.  If there is any question as to whether or not an activity would constitute a 



violation of the hazing policy, it is the responsibility of the captains to ask their coach and/or 
Team Supervisor for clarification.  Should a hazing incident be reported, both the head coach as 
well as the team captains of the particular team will be held accountable for not properly 
educating their team about the Athletics Department’s hazing policy.  The Athletics Department 
will address violations on a case-by-case basis. 
 
The Athletics Department maintains an open door policy for the reporting of hazing.  All 
student-athletes and coaches are strongly encouraged to report any incident of hazing directly to 
their Team Supervisor.  Any unresolved issues will go to the Director of Athletics.  The Athletics 
Department prohibits any manner of retaliation by other student-athletes or coaches in response 
to a report of hazing.  Knowledge of any manner of retaliation by any member of the UCSD 
athletics program, including student-athletes and coaches, will be investigated by the Athletics 
Department and punished accordingly. 

In addition to being against the Athletics Department’s policy, hazing/initiations are against 
University policy, as well as California state law. 

The University’s Student Code of Conduct prohibits hazing/initiations as follows: 
 
22.16.10.25. Participation in hazing or any method of initiation or pre-initiation into a registered 

Student or campus organization or other activity engaged in by such organization 
or members of such organization at any time that causes, or is likely to cause, 
physical injury or personal degradation or disgrace resulting in psychological harm 
to any Student or other person. 

 
Commonly known as “Matt’s Law,” section 245.6 of the CA Penal Code makes it unlawful, in 
the state of California, to engage in hazing as defined below: 
 
245.6(b) “Hazing” means any method of initiation or preinitiation into a student 

organization or student body, whether or not the organization or body is officially 
recognized by an educational institution, which is likely to cause serious bodily 
injury to any former, current, or prospective student of any school, community 
college, college, university, or other educational institution in this state.  The term 
“hazing” does not include customary athletic events or school-sanctioned events.” 

 
A violation of Matt’s Law “that does not result in serious bodily injury is a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100), nor more than five thousand 
dollars ($5000), or imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, or both.”  
 
“Any person who personally engages in hazing that results in death or serious bodily injury…is 
guilty of either a misdemeanor or a felony, and shall be punished by imprisonment in county jail 
not exceeding one year, or by imprisonment in the state prison.”   
 
 
For the full text of CA Penal Code Section 245.6 (Matt’s Law) please visit the following link: 
 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate?WAISdocID=7344862963+4+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve 


